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SUBJECT: ROSENFELD ARTICLE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF AN ARTICLE BY STEPHEN S. ROSENFELD 
WHICH APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON POST APRIL 6, 1973: 

" RATHER THAN JUST BEING UNNERVED BY THE REVELATIONS OF 
ITT’ S MISADVENTURES IN CHILE, MAYBE WE OUGHT TO GO ON 
TO HAIL THE CASE AS THE BEST REAL PROOF WE' VE HAD SO FAR 
OF THE END OF THE COLD WAR. 

FOR WHILE THE CIA WAS EVIDENTLY DABBLING WITH ITT ON 
THE THEORY THAT A MARXIST GOVERNMENT IN CHILE MIGHT POSE 
SOME KIND OF POLITICAL OR STRATEGIC DISADVANTAGE TO THE 
UNITED STATES, ITT SAW THE PROSPECT OF AN ALLENDE VICTORY 
FOR WHAT IT WAS TO ITT: A KICK IN THE WALLET. 

FAITHFUL OLD COLD- WARHORSE JOHN MCCONE, THE FORMER CIA 
DIRECTOR WHO' D SIGNED ON AS A DIRECTOR TO ITT, MAY HAVE 
CONCEIVED OF ITT' S ATTEMPT TO PURCHASE A MILLION DOLLARS' 
WORTH OF SUBVERSION FROM THE CIA AS AN ANTI- COMMUNIST 
ACT TRACING ITS LINEAGE TO THE BERLIN AIRLIFT. THAT' S 
WHAT HE TOLD THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS MULTINATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE INVESTIGATING THE AFFAIR. 
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BUT HAROLD GENEEN, PRESIDENT OF ITT, SEEMS TO HAVE HAD 

NO SIMILAR ILLUSIONS OR DIVIDED LOYALTIES. NOT FOR HIM 
TO MAKE THE CLAIM THAT WHAT' S BAD FOR ITT IS BAD FOR THE 
COUNTRY: HE WENT TO CIA AS A BUSINESSMAN WORRIED THAT 
ALLENDE' S ELECTION WOULD HURT HIS FIRM. 

IN 1964 THE CIA HAD PLAYED ITS PART ( STILL UNDETAILED 
PUBLICLY) IN A MULTIFACETED AMERICAN EFFORT TO HELP ELECT 
EDUARDO FREI. FRET S CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, WHO WON, WERE 
THEN WIDELY SEEN AS THE " LAST BEST HOPE" FOR SETTING A 
MODEL OF CHANGE FOR ALL OF LATIN AMERICA- AN ORDERLY 
REFORMIST MODEL CONGENIAL BOTH TO AMERICAN POLITICAL 
INTERESTS AS THEN CONCEIVED AND TO AMERICAN ECONOMIC 
INTERESTS AS STILL CONCEIVED. 

IN 1964, HOWEVER, IT SEEMS FAIR TO SAY IN RETROSPECT, THE 
UNITED STATES WAS STILL IN THE GRIP OF TWO POWERFUL IDEAS 
WHOSE HOLD WAS TO WEAKEN THROUGH THE DECADE TO COME. THE 
FIRST IDEA WAS THAT FIDEL CASTRO- SOCIALIST, SUBVERSIVE, 

ALLIED TO MOSCOW- WAS A LIVE MENACE REQUIRING SOME 
RESPONSE BY WASHINGTON. THE SECOND WAS THAT IT WAS WITHIN 
THE CAPACITIES OF THE UNITED STATES TO STEER EVENTS IN A 
FOREIGN COUNTRY IN CHILE NO LESS THAN VIETNAM IN A 
DIRECTION AND PACE OF ITS OWN CHOOSING. 

FEW WOULD NOW ARGUE THAT THESE TWO IDEAS HAVE THE SAME 
HOLD ON POLICY. CUBA IS NOT PERCEIVED AS A MENACE ( OR 
TESTING GROUND) OF THE OLD DIMENSIONS. THIS COUNTRY' S 
CONFIDENCE IN ITS OWN SPECIAL TALENT FOR CONTROLLING 
CHANGE HAS DIMINISHED. THIS MAY HELP EXPLAIN WHY, WHEN 
THE U. S. GOVERNMENT CONTEMPLATED THE ELECTION OF A CHILEAN 
MARXIST IN 1970, SOME OF THE OLD POLITICAL- STRATEGIC 
JUICES MAY HAVE FLOWED BUT FINALLY WHAT WAS DONE WAS 
DEMONSTRABLY SHORT OF WHAT WAS NEEDED TO KEEP ALLENDE FROM 
POWER. 

DID ITT SENSE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE CHANGE EVEN BEFORE 
THE U. S. GOVERNMENT? IN 1964, BY ITS OWN ACCOUNT, ITT 
OFFERED MONEY TO THE CIA FOR THE CIA' S POLITICAL 
PURPOSES IN CHILE. IN 1970, ITT OFFERED MONEY TO THE CIA 
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CORPORATION PERHAPS THOUGHT, THE WORLD HAD BEEN MADE 
SAFE FOR PRECISELY THE SORT OF OLD- FASHIONED ECONOMIC 
IMPERIALISM- CORPORATIONS EXPECTING THEIR GOVERNMENT 
TO HELP THEM MAKE MONEY- THAT HAD GONE OUT OF STYLE IN 
THE DECADES OF THE COLD WAR. 

THE VERY PREMISE OF THE CHURCH SUBCOMMITTEE' S 

LOOK AT ITT CIA WAS THAT THERE IS NO LONGER AN OVERARCHING 

NATIONAL SECURITY REASON NOT TO LOOK. ONE CANNOT IMAGINE. 

FOR INSTANCE, A SENATE COMMITTEE LOOKING THREE YEARS 
AFTER 1964, OR EVEN NOW, AT WHAT THE CIA MAY HAVE BEEN 
UP TO IN CHILE IN 1964. NOR COULD ONE IMAGINE, IN AN 
EARLIER PERIOD, THAT THE CIA WOULD LET ITS DIRECTOR, 

PLUS ITS TOP HAND FOR DIRTY TRICKS IN LATIN AMERICA, 

TESTIFY BEFORE A SENATE COMMITTEE. 

I AM FAMILIAR WITH THE " REVISIONIST” ARGUMENT THAT 
AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, NOT ONLY BEFORE WORLD WAR II, 

BUT AFTERWARDS, WAS DOMINATED ESSENTIALLY BY CONSIDERA- 
TIONS OF COMMERCE: WINNING RAW MATERIALS, MARKETS, 
INVESTMENT PRIVILEGES, AND THE LIKE. THE ARGUMENT SEEMS 
TO BE PERSUASIVE ONLY TO PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY SOCIALISTS 
OR MARXISTS. MY OWN VIEW IS THAT " POLITICAL” CONSIDER- 
ATIONS OF POWER, STATUS AND FEAR WERE THE STUFF OF THE 
COLD WAR. 

GRANTED, THE NOTION THAT THE WORLD MAY NOW AGAIN BE 

SAFE OR RIPE FOR OLD- FASHIONED ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM 

IS A RATHER INFLATED CONCLUSION TO DRAW FROM THE 

RELATIVELY SLENDER FINDINGS OF THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO 

ITT. NO CAN IT POSSIBLY BE WHAT EVERYBODY HAD 

IN MIND WHEN THEY HOPED THAT SUPER- POWER RELATIONS WOULD 

BEGIN TO MELLOW. IT WOULD SEEM TO BE, NONETHELESS, ONE 

OF THE POSSIBILITIES DESERVING FURTHER 

SCRUTINY AS WE ALL STRAIN TO SEE WHAT LIES ON THE FAR 

SIDE OF THE COLD WAR. ROGERS 
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